The "Nomadic Mosque" project explores various ways of negotiating spatial relationships between Islamic traditions and modernity in the US and Western Europe, Through the design of wearable mosques, clothes that can be transformed into prayer-rugs, the project examines the notion of the
mosque space and investigates its formal limits. Whereas it respects religious restrictions, the "Nomadic Mosque" aims to redefine traditional forms and functions of mosques in the contemporary context. Mosques built throughout history are only interpretations of the Prophet's original definition, which is conceptual. While the notion of origins continues to justify the very existence of any religion, with the passing of time each religion develops through its many different interpretations, all claiming universal truth. These thoughts thus contribute to an architectural interpretation of the religion of Islam, understanding it not as a static concept, which it often claims to be, but rather as a dynamic process that allows change in time and place.
The project reinterprets the concept of the "World as a Mosque," as defined by the Prophet Mohammed, as wearable architecture. The "Nomadic Mosque" can thus be seen as a minimal-volume mosque, whose design is based on individual needs and experiences of the worshipper. It is a device to transform any secular space into a prayer space. Not only does the wearable mosque accommodate the liturgical necessities, but it also acts as a prosthetic device of the worshipper communicating his/her prayers: problems, needs and desires.
The project entails a catalogue of various designs for wearable mosques and a lo min. video showing performative prayer acts in public space. The performance involved a collaboration with Muslim students at MIT, who informed the design and sewing of the individual mosques. Allowing for the new young Islamic community to speak out, the "Nomadic Mosque" becomes both a pro-vocative statement for religious revival and against prejudice. However, this statement is dependent on the process of wearing, which can only happen if Muslims themselves recognize the basic ideological elasticity of Islam, which allows for its own change and progress. 51
